MINING
FOR SCHOOLS Fm:
THE COAL MINING PROCESS

Mining in South Africa
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Underground

Coal can be extracted from
the earth by surface mining
or underground mining.

Exploration Mine development Open-pit mining
Data gathered from geologic mapping, aerial Coal extracted by surface Allows access to coal
photography, photogrammetry and drilling to or underground mining deposits less than
decide on technical and economic feasibility of 60 metres below
mining the deposit the surface
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Underground Coal preparation Transportation Rehabilitation
mining Coal washed of impurities, Higher grades are Carried out at the same
Underground extraction crushed into graded exported and lower grade time as the mining
of coal up to 300 metres  and sized chunks at product is predominantly  operation to restore or
under the ground beneficiation plant ready used locally by Eskom for enhance the land-use

for transport to market power generation capability of disturbed land

Richards Bay Coal Terminal is the primary export port for

South African coal and is one of the world’s leading coal
export terminals.

DID YOU KNOW?




